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A  BOOK  FOR  BOSTON 


A  very   important  project  of  Jubilee  350,  the  celebration  of  Boston's 
350th  birthday,  will  be  A  BOOK  FOR  BOSTON.  Jubilee  350  has  com- 
missioned original  works  of  fiction  and  non-fiction  by  17  writers 
prominently  identified  with  our  city.  This  remarkable  gathering 
will  be  published  in  the  spring  of  1980  by  David  R.  Godine,  Inc. 
It  will  be  nationally  distributed. 

The  purpose  for  A  BOOK  FOR  BOSTON  is  three-fold: 

—  to  honor  the  writers  in  our  midst  who  have  brought  so 
much  honor  to  Boston; 

--  to  demonstrate  the  tremendous  variety  and  vitality  of 
Boston's  literary  life  and  tradition; 

--  and,  above  all,  to  give  readers  throughout  the  country  a 
clearer  understanding  of  the  unique  appeal  of  Boston  as  a 
place  to  live  and  work  and  play. 

A  BOOK  FOR  BOSTON  is  informal,  light  in  tone,  full  of  surprises.  It 

offers  a  view  of  Boston  (past,  present  --  and  future,  as  well)  that 

no  single  author  could  hope  to  achieve.  It  is  a  book  that  will  be 

read  long  after  Jubilee  350  is  history. 

A  BOOK  FOR  BOSTON  is  also  an  exciting  visual  document,  containing 
some  48  pages  of  halftones  that  create  a  many-faceted  image  of  Boston 
and  its  people,  as  they  have  been  perceived  down  the  years  by  artists 
as  diverse  as  Paul  Revere  and  Walker  Evans,  Robert  Salmon  and 
Marie  Cosindas. 

Until  it  actually  goes  to  press,  the  format  for  A  BOOK  FOR  BOSTON  will 
remain  somewhat  flexible.  A  corporate  sponsor  wishing  to  place  a 
substantial  order  for  copies  may,  if  it  acts  promptly,  have  a  reason- 
able opportunity  to  discuss  trim  size  and  special  binding  requirements 
(though  not  editorial  content,  layout,  or  design)  with  representatives 
of  Jubilee  350  and  David  R.  Godine,  Inc. 

Here,  then,  is  a  splendid  opportunity  for  a  sponsor  to  show  its 
commitment  to  a  great  American  city  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  offer 
its  customers  and  friends  an  enduring  keepsake  of  Jubilee  350. 


Kevin  H.  White,  Mayor    •    Katharine  D.  Kane,  Chairman    •    Sylvia  A.  Weisenfeld,  Coordinator 
Jubilee  350,  City  Hall,  Boston,  MA  02201,  617/725-4484  and  BOS-1980 
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The  Contributors 


NANCY  HALE,  who  currently  lives  in  Charlottesville,  Virginia,  published  her 
first  novel  in  1932.  She  has  since  written  another  16  books,  and  published 
countless  short  stories  in  the  New  Yorker  and  other  national  magazines. 

A  1979  Guggenheim  Fellow,  THOMAS  SAVAGE  is  the  author  of  10  novels,  including 
A  Bargain  with  God,  The  Power  of  the  Dog,  and  I  Heard  My  Sister  Speak  My  Name. 
He  has  taught  at  Vassar  and  Brandeis,  and  now  lives  on  the  Maine  coast. 

ALAN  LUPO  of  Winthrop,  by  way  of  Mattapan,  is  one  of  Boston's  most  forceful 
and  effective  advocates  of  fair  dealing  in  city  politics.  He  is  the  author 
of  Liberty' s  Chosen  Home  and  is  co-author  of  Rites  of  Way  and  other  books  on 
the  problems  and  prospects  of  the  city. 

Widely  anthologized,  FELICIA  LAMPORT  has  published  several  much-prized 
collections  of  verse  (mainly  satirical),  including  Scrap  Irony  and  Cultural 
Slag.  She  lives  in  Cambridge  and  is  incapable  of  writing  a  dull  line. 

ANNE  BERNAYS,  also  a  Cambridge  resident  and  the  author  of  Growing  Up  Rich, 
is  at  work  on  a  third  novel.  She  is  a  founder  of  the  Boston  chapter  of  the 
International  Writer's  League,  P.E.N. 

JUSTIN  KAPLAN  was  awarded  a  Pulitzer  Prize  and  a  National  Book  Award  for 
Mr.  Clemens  and  Mark  Twain.  He  is  soon  to  publish  a  major  biography  of 
Walt  Whitman. 

A  graduate  of  Howard  University  in  Atlanta  and  of  the  Harvard  Law  School, 
JAMES  ALAN  McPHERSON  received  a  Pulitzer  Prize  for  his  most  recent  collection 
of  short  stories.  He  is  a  contributing  editor  of  the  Atlantic  Monthly. 

JOHN  D.  SPOONER  is  a  stockbroker.  He  was  born  in  Brookline  and  now  lives  in 
Weston.  But  Boston  is  his  oyster.   In  addition  to  four  novels,  Spooner  has 
written  the  bestselling  Confessions  of  a  Stockbroker,  soon  to  be  followed  by 
a  book  about  how  to  get  the  best  out  of  Smart  People. 

JOSEPH  E.  GARLAND,  whose  father  was  for  many  years  editor  of  the  New  England 
Medical  Journal  and  a  much-loved  pediatrician,  has  written  histories  of 
Massachusetts  General  Hospital  and  the  Peter  Bent  Brigham  Hospital,  as  well 
as  two  rousing  yarns  about  the  Gloucester  fishermen,  and  social  histories  of 
Eastern  Point  and  the  North  Shore. 

CARYL  RIVERS  has  written  for  many  national  magazines  and  is  co-author  of 
Beyond  Sugar  and  Spice,  to  be  published  this  fall  and  to  be  offered  as  an 
Alternate  Selection  by  the  Book-of-the-Month  Club. 

A  long-time  student  of  "the  private  eye"  in  American  crime  fiction  (he  even 
wrote  his  Ph.D.  thesis  on  the  subject),  ROBERT  B.  PARKER  finally  saw  the  light 
and  began  writing  his  own  highly  successful  series  of  detective  novels.  His 
creation,  Spencer,  is  a  match  for  Lew  Archer  any  day.  So,  come  to  think  of 
it,  is  Bob  Parker  himself. 


ELIZABETH  SAVAGE  was  born  and  raised  in  Cambridge  and  Boston,  and  Boston 
figures  prominently  in  several  of  her  ten  published  novels  --  perhaps  most 
obviously  in  her  bestselling  Last  Night  at  the  Ritz. 

ARCHIBALD  MacLEISH  and  DAVID  McCORD,  octogenarians  both,  have  achieved 
international  fame  with  their  poetry  and  prose  --  and  show  no  signs  of  slow- 
ing the  pace  that  has  made  them  the  wonders  of  their  age.  They  have  won 
prizes  past  counting  and  have  earned  a  secure  place  in  American  literary 
history. 

of  JULIA  CHILD,  it  is,  perhaps,  sufficient  to  say  that  she  has  brought  the 
best  of  France  into  the  American  kitchen  --  and  done  so  with  a  zest  and  lack 
of  pretension  that  are  as  refreshing  as  a  summer  breeze  on  Massachusetts  Bay. 

JOHN  KENNETH  GALBRAITH  discovered  The  Affluent  Society,  which  never  recovered 
from  the  shock. 

JAMES  CARROLL'S  most  recent  novel,  Mortal  Friends,  was  a  bestseller  in  hard- 
cover and  has  just  been  released  in  paperback  edition.  He  and  his  wife, 
also  a  novelist,  live  on  Beacon  Hill. 

JANE  HOLTZ  KAY,  long  time  architecture  critic  for  The  Boston  Globe,  Ms.  Kay 
is  the  author  of  a  forthcoming  book  on  Boston's  architectural  heritage  en- 
titled The  Walking  City. 


Editor:  LLEWELLYN  HOWLAND,  III 
Photography  Editor:  ISABEL  STOREY 
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